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ñKnock, knock.ò 
 

Donôt worry!  I wonôt tell a knock, knock joke.  I do have a joke for you: 

 

A duck comes into a soda shop and asks for crackers.  The clerk says they donôt 
have any and the duck leaves.  The next day, the duck returns and asks the 

same question.  A bit annoyed, the clerk maintains his composure and repeats 

that they donôt have any crackers.  The third day the duck returns with the same 

question and the clerk is mad.  He emphatically repeats that they donôt have any 

crackers and tells the duck that he will nail his bill to the counter if he asks 
again.  The next day, the duck enters the shop and asks the clerk if he has any 

nails....  

 

From óknock, knockô jokes to long and more elaborate riddles, humor is a big en-

ticement in literacy.  Many of us caught the fire of reading as we  pored through 

Garfield books or followed the antics of Archie and the gang.  The next install-
ment could not come fast enough!  Fortunately for us, most kids generally share 

the same sense of humor, which is why Dr. Seuss and Captain Underpants 

worked so well in pulling us into the sticky web of literacy.  

 

You have a struggling reader?  I recommend a good comic book.  By all means,  

certainly remember to go through the Sunday comics together!  You want a fun 
way to improve writing?  Interview people and put together a joke book.  You 

could even jot down true but funny stories to make your book.  

 

Remember, just like a good story, everyone enjoys a good laugh.  Plus, where 

would many of us be today without all those ñwonderfulò knock, knock jokes? 

 
 Sincerely,  

 David M. Smiddy  

 Executive Director  

 

P.S.  Send me some good jokes or funny stories at  

 david.smiddy@clarkcountyliteracy.org and I may  
 include yours in our next newsletter!  
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City Commissioner Joyce Chilton came 

to read an entertaining selection.  

Clara Copeland showcases an      

inspirational book on LD. 

Chief Moodyôs topics were golf 

and Lyle, Lyle Crocodile! 

Carol shares a wonderful 

book on colors. 

We learned about light-

houses. 

Rae reads in front of the used 

bookstore. 

Mike McDorman  

Mayor Copeland 

Betty Grimes tells about our 

own Gammon House. Ardath Dellapena speaks on 

Clark County women. 

September Reading Open House Pictures 



 

 
 

 December  
2 Week Shutdown 19th through January 1st. 

Remember, Warder closes for snow with the Springfield  
City Schools. 

January 
Open for business on the 2nd.  

11th PowerPath In-Service  

TT 17th and 19th  

February 
Bookstore Anniversary  week January 30-February 3. 

TT 4th & 11th from 9am to 12pm 

Valentine Social Event 

March 
TT 13th & 15th 9am to 12noon. 

23rd In-Service 

April  
April Tag Sale! 

TT 17th & 19th 6pm to 9pm. 

 
 

Save the Date Calendar  
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With questions, for updates, invitations, and future newsletters! Sue at 

sue.menda@clarkcountyliteracy.org  

Warder Reading Room Used Books   
Some authors with many selections in stock include:  

Belva Plain, Nora Roberts, Debbie Macomber, Tim LaHaye/Jerry Jenkins, Tom Clancy, Stephen 

King, John Grisham, James Patterson, Dean Koontz, Catherine Coulter, Mary Higgins Clark 

Come check out the amazing selection! 

Good used books at fantastic prices to benefit literacy.  

Open M-Th 11-7:30 and during special events.   



 

Welcome Donations 
 Recently, the Warder Literacy Center was the recipient of a variety of hands-on mate-

rial, games and books from Sally Barksdale, a retired Springfield City School teacher. All 

items were placed in two bookcases which serve as a resource center. 

 Tutors can find games and activities to teach blends, diphthongs, 

vowel patterns, word chunks and sight words. Small books can be used 

for supplementary reading practice. There are many teacher-made folder 

games available for tutors to review and reinforce skills.  

 Warder also recently received a surprise giftða brand new IPad!  

Stacie and Jerri Bush brought in the gift, paid for by Stacyôs grandfather 

Tony Taylor.  We havenôt explored it yet, but we know that the technology will greatly benefit 

Teaching Children to Read students, particularly those who kinesthetic-tactile and/or learning 

disabled.   

 All of these resources make instructional sessions stimulat-

ing and fun. Thank you, Sally Barksdale and Tony Taylor! 
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What do hot cocoa, cookies, and a bookstore sale have in 

common?  They all were here at Warder Literacy Center from 

2pm to 5pm on November 26th.  And there was more!  Mrs. 

Claus handed out books to kids for Altrusa, there were cookie-

decorating  and craft-making stations, and a back-yard style 

carnival set up camp upstairs.   Over 22 volunteers made it all 

possible during our annual home-made cookie sale in which we 

sold over 63 dozen cookies!  It was a fun event that also helped 

us raise $750. 

Warm Up at Warder  

During Holiday in the City  

Teaching Children to Read TCR 
Teaching Tidbits by Mary Ann 
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Our PICK -A-Pack Heroes 

 

ñStretching Your Dollarò  John Morse 

ñMoney Managementò  WesBanco/Home City Federal/Key Bank 

ñFamily Tiesò and ñFood for Thoughtò Young Womanôs Mission 

ñCelebrate Diversityò  Office of Diversity of International Truck  

 and Engine 

Rollins Moving and Storage  ñCandid Cameraò 

 

Grab Bag Sponsors 

Barb Mackey  ñLizst and Other Famous Composersò 

Delta Kappa Gamma   ñAmazing Whalesò 

Covenant Presbyterian Church    

 ñMath Madnessò and ñWeatherò 

Rollins Moving and Storage, Inc.    

 ñGiant Pandasò 

Pilot International Club of Springfield, Ohio, Inc.  ñPlay It Safeò 

Young Womanôs Mission   ñFirst Biographiesò 

African American Community Fund  ñFriends Around the Worldò 

Waste Management  ñSave Our Planetò 

Community Mercy Regional Medical Center  ñFun and Fitnessò 

 

PICK -A-Pack Sponsors 

Altrusans rest together at the Scrabble 

Scramble they held at Warder Center. 

Jennifer Powell of the Lincoln Park 

Neighborhood Center works with some 

children in pre-literacy activities. 

Sue, Bobbie, and Mary Ann look on as 

Davidôs eldest is married at the Esplanade! 

Continued Support From: 
 

The City of Springfield Walter S. Quinlan Foundation 

Della Selsor Trust  Llewellyn Foundation (since 2003)  

United Way ̀   Ohio Department of Education 

Christ Episcopal Church Turner Foundation 

Kiwanis International  Covenant Presbyterian Church  

Springfield Foundation African American Community Fund 
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A Job Well Done 

Literacy Victories to Celebrate 

Summer/Fall 2011 Adult Student Successes 
 

June Amani T. became a US citizen 

Xue Fang became a US citizen in September 
Rose T. passed her GED test in August 

Maribel got a job 

Mia graduated from Bible College 
Courtney W. passed the GED test 

Jon D. accepted into Wittenbergôs Elementary Education Program 

Once again Warder Literacy Center benefitted from the Jeff Clouse Memorial Golf Tourna-

mentðthis time to the tune of $8,000!  Impressive!  Could there be more organizations, 

groups, clubs, and others who would like to host an event for literacy?  The benefit is dou-

ble when someone else raises funds for CCLC because we do not have to declare any over-

head.  No staff hours, no additional expenses for materials or fundraising, no advertising.  If 

you would like to do something or if you know of an organization that is looking for a pro-

ject, we have some ideas!  Book drives, yard sales, backyard carnivals, quarter auctions, 

raffles, silent auctionsðthere are many fun ways to do it!  Give David a call at 323-8617 

and letôs get the ball rolling. 

A Wonderful Partner for Literacy 

Jeff Clouse Memorial Golf and IFEôs! 

Dixie Throws a Party! 
Xue Fang passed the Citizenship test and 

her tutor Dixie celebrated by throwing a 

small party at the Warder Center.   
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Our Alliance for Literacy Heroes 2011 

Members for 9 Years 

Express Employment Professionals  

Gary A. Thomas, D.D.S. 

Paula M. Powers, Attorney at Law 

The O. S. Kelly Company 

 

Members for 8 Years 

Andy & Cathy Bell 

Guy Ferguson 

James L. Cromwell, M.D. 

Kevin Holmes/Holmes Printing, Inc. 

Lairdôs Tax Service, Inc. 

Springfield Eyecare LLC, Drs. Runyan 

& Pratte 

Springfield Spine & Sport, Inc. 

 

Members for 7 Years 

Charles E. Swaney, Attorney at Law 

Dale R. Hazelbaker, D.D.S. 

Pius & Sally Kurian 

Sanford & Faye Flack 

The Guarantee Insurance Agency Co. 

Vince Refuse Service, Inc. 

 

 

Members for 6 Years 

Richard W. Furay, M.D. 

Steve Neely 

The Superior Group 

The Yost Superior Company 

Hebner Design Solutions 

Houston Machine Products Inc. 

Surgical Associates of Springfield 

& Vein Center 

 

Members for 5 Years 

Arthur H. Win, M.D. 

Chief Stephen P. Moody 

Ross McGregor & Cathy Cromp-

ton 

Ski and Cheryl Schanher 

Maxôs Jewelers and Loan Co. 

Ferncliff Cemetery 

 

Members for 4 Years 

Anonymous (1) 

Dr. & Mrs. David A. Zainey, 

M.D. 

Eddie & Laurie Leventhal 

Annette and Skip Becker 

Douglas R. Jacobs, DDS 

Forward Technologies, Inc. 

Benjamin Steel Co., Inc. 

 

Members for 3 Years 

Jeanne A. Lampe 

Springfield Poultry Inc. 

David G. Monjot, MD 

David Ryu 

Dr. Challa Ajit 

Richards, Raff & Dunbar 

Memorial Home 

Greater Springfield Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

Members for 2 years 

Valerie Juergens Wilt, Attorney 

Frame Haven Art Gallery 

 

Members 1st year  

Sheila Rice 

Richard and Marsha Roof 

Mike & Rosiôs Deli 

The James Leffel & Company 

  Where to find this comic illustrator/author? www.azcentral.com                 
http://www.azcentral.com/ent/comics/king-comics.html?feature_id=Popeye   

http://www.azcentral.com/ent/comics/king-comics.html?feature_id=Popeye


 

In support of the work performed by the Warder Literacy Center in seeking to increase the level of functional literacy and 

self-sufficiency among the people of Clark County, 
 
I would like to contribute:         Ǐ monthly    Ǐ one time Ǐ $10  Ǐ $20   Ǐ $30  Ǐ $      
 
 Name        ______________________________________________________    I wish to remain anonymous  Ǐ 
 

 Address    __________________________________________________________________ 

           

      ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Make check payable to: Warder Literacy Center/CCLC , 137 E. High St., Spfld, Ohio  45502 
 
Please clip and mail this form along with your tax deductible donation.  Thank You! 
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CLARK COUNTY LITERACY COALITION  
 

Member Agencies in 2011 
 

Clark County Public Library  Salvation Army Springfield City Schools    

Clark State Community College O.I.C.     Rocking Horse Center 

Springfield News-Sun   Del Pueblo  Springfield/Clark County U.A.W. 

New Carlisle Public Library  Clark County Schools Wittenberg University   

Springfield/Clark Co. Chamber of Commerce 

 

Honorary Members 

 

 The Springfield Foundation       The Turner Foundation 

Join the Community of Lifelong Learners! 

The Warder Literacy Center wishes to thank 

Wittenberg Universityôs Community Service 

Department for lending a hand in August.  

Cleaned building, tidied yard, entered hundreds 

of books for the bookstore, and worked on rail-

ing of handicap accessible ramp. 

We can invoice you by mail or by email if you want!  It is also     

possible to  pay monthly through PayPal!! 


